Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen

On behalf of the International Desalination Association IDA I want to express our appreciation to IAEA, support and welcome you to the International Conference on Non-Electric Applications of Nuclear Power.

Desalination has decisively proven during last 30 years its reliability to deliver large quantities of fresh water from the sea. Unlike oil, fresh water has no viable substitute. The sea is the unlimited source to create new fresh water through desalination.
The future requires effective integration of energy resources to produce power and desalinated water economically with proper consideration for the environment. The flue gas desulphurization and carbon dioxide emission reduction has to be achieved to protect the environment from pollution and global warming. 

The significant increase in fuel-energy and material cost has a dramatic impact on capital and operational cost of Desalination and Power plants. Impact of US$ 60-75 per barrel oil and high demand for raw materials, steel, copper, nickel has dramatically increased pressure to develop novel solutions which can minimize fossil energy consumption and reduce Capex of desalination plants. 

All of this leads to renew global interest in the Nuclear Energy.

Confronting the water challenge is essential to a country’s sustainable development and to the security of its communities.  Desalination is the only realistic hope to create new water resources in the midst of water crisis and water pollution. 

We in desalination industry do not feel that the job is done. It requires that all of us continue the search for better technical and economical solutions to make desalination and water reuse available to all the people of the global village. 
The day will came soon when the cost for  desalinated water  will dropped below 50 ¢/m³.  Our goal is to make desalinated water available for global community at affordable cost. Desalination has made tremendous progress, but the momentum must continue. 
In an era of high energy and material cost, technology an integrated use can compensate the impact on rising cost. As desalination and water reuse expansion in the World continues at a rapid pace, these innovations must be integrated into the next generation of water facilities. 
On behalf of IDA I want to invite you to the next World Congress of IDA on Desalination held in Gran Canaria, Spain October 21-26, 2007. 
Desalination provides hope to the world community that we can provide water, the essence of life, at a reasonable cost, solving the scarcity of existing water supplies, avoiding regional and territorial conflicts, and providing the water resource for sustainable development.

DESALINATION IS THE SUSTAINABLE SOLUTION AND HOPE FOR THE FUTURE GENERATIONS.
